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June 19. 1996 

Ms. Diane Lancaster 
RAB Installation Co-Chair 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station 

Code 184, Box 5 
Facilities & Environmental Department 

Jacksonville, FL 32212-5000 

Dear Ms. Diane Lancaster 

The Senate version of the FY97 Defense Authorization bill includes a Department of 
Defense plan to devolve the Defense Environmental Restoration Account (DERA), 
which funds the military cleanup at active military facilities, from a centralized 
account to individual accounts within the military service branches. The House 

version of the bill does not contain language requiring devolvement. Over the next 
month the Senate and House will meet in conference to resolve the differences 
between the FY97 Defense Authorization bills. 

The FY97 House Defense Appropriations bill passed Thursday, June 13. The bill 
does not devolve funding for the DERA and the accompanying report contains 
language (attached) that specifically recommends against devolvement. 

State regulatory officials from Washington, Alaska, Massachusetts, Minnesota and 
other states have developed a fact sheet summarizing their concerns about 
devolvement and suggesting a congressionally-mandated committee to examine 

ways to stabilize the defense cleanup. The Washington State Department of 
Ecology, has sent a letter (attached) to their state delegation and other key U.S. 
Senate and House leaders. 

Global Green USA is a non-governmental organization whose Legacy Program is 
committed to accelerating the cleanup of the environmental legacy of the Cold War. 
We are providing this information to keep you informed about policy decisions that 
could ultimately affect the cleanup at your facility. 

For further information or to obtain a copy of the DoD “Report to Congress on 
Devolvement of the Defense Environmental Restoration Account” please contact 

this office at 202-879-3 181 or 3 184 (email: rudy@igc.apc.org). The report is also 
available on the web at: http://www.dtic.mil/envirodod/devolve.html. 

Sincerely, 
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Polly Parks 
Director, GG USA Legacy Program 

GG USA WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1025 VermontAvenue. N-W., Suite 300 

Washington, D.C. 200056303 

202-879-3161 

Fax: 202-879-3182 or 202-783-0444 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

June 13, 1.996 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
P.O. Box 47600 l Qlympla, Washingfon 98504-7600 

46Ir) 4wOUOO n TOO Only {Hearing lmpalred~ (360) 407.GM6 

Honoiable, Norm Dicks 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D-C. 205154706 

Dear Rqresentativc. Ditks: 
I 

COngrcss is.currcnUy considering ianguagc in ihe FY97 Authorizing bills that would devolve 
the Dcfcnse Envi~unmental Restoration Account from a single account, mhaged at the office 
of the Secretary of Defense, to a separate account for =h miljtary department and one 
Department of Defer]= (DOD) wide account, WC are concerned that devolvement could 
result in the destabilization of the DOD environmental cltinu$ program, and reduce the 
ability of DOD to meet its public health and environmental cleanup obligations to Washington 
State. I am rqusling your support in opposing this legislation’until DOD fully involves 
impacted states and provides assurance devolvement will not negatively impact on-going 
cleanup efforts. 

The DOD submitted a report to Congress entitled, “Report to Congress on the Devolvement 
of the Defense Environmental Restoration Account” (Report), dated March 31, 1996. The 
FY97 Senate Defense Authorization Bill (S. 1745) contains the statutory language codifying 
devolution; the FY97 House Defense Authorization Bill (H,R. 3230) does not. We also 
understand that the House Defense Appropriations Bill currently undergoing consideration 
opposes devolution. 

l&&w are the major issues we have after review of the Report: 

l To daf.e, there !ms keec CD r:;ezdngful lnvolvenlctii’or dibcussio~~ wiih sfaBtcs or 
other aflected hikeholdors on devolvement, Contrary to statements in tlje Report, 
Ilegulators were not involved during DOD’S consideration of devolvement and have not 
accepted the Report’s conclusions, 

b There is a potential deslabi)izatfon of the environmental cleanup program as a 
result of competition between envlronmeutnl rcstorition program obligsdions and 
other service obligations. To date, no one has explained how devolvement will 
affect cleanup budge&, clanup agreements, the Defense Statc Memorandum of 
Agreement program (an agreement reached behvccn Washington State and- the DOD in 
19945, or Restoration Advisory Boards. .Further, each. service’s funding needs may 
influence priorities and the level of funding provi.ded to cnvironmcnti restoration. 
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